
 

 

 

Identifying Behavior Functions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Is the behavior a 

 
 
 

Yes 

Goal Suggested Interventions 

 
• Student can verbalize and describe target (goal) behavior. 
• Redirection includes identifying target behavior and student 

problem 

of awareness? 

Increase awareness recognizing that he is not exhibiting the behavior. 

• Monitor (data collection) so all involved can track progress. 

• Provide 3:1 positive feedback. 

 
 
 

No 
 
 

 
Is the behavior 

a problem 

of ability? 

 
Yes 

 

Modify expectations/ 

environment and/or 

provide instruction 

in target behavior 

 
• Discuss target behavior and/or provide lessons. 

• Correct errors (misbehavior in an Instructional manner. 

• Make accommodations to increase the student’s chance of 

success. 

• Provide 3:1 positive feedback (tangibles included). 

• Ask yourself: Can the student control the behavior? 

 
 

 

No 
 
 

 
Is the purpose 

of the behavior 

to get 

attention? 

Yes 
 

Increase attention for 

appropriate behavior; 

decrease attention 

for misbehavior 

 
• Discuss the plan with the student. 

• Provide positive feedback to classmates, especially when 

target student is misbehaving. 

• Provide 3:1 positive feedback when target student is 

appropriate. 

• Provide overt celebrations when target behavior is consistent. 

• Monitor progress. 

 
 

No 
 
 

 
 

The behavior 

serves some 

other purpose 

for the student. 

So. . . 

Yes  

 
Teach replacement 

behaviors with positive 

reinforcement and 

(mild) consequences 

• Be sure you've correctly identified the function of the 

behavior. 

• Remove reinforcement of misbehavior. 

• Demonstrate that positive behavior leads to positive results. 

• Provide 3:1 positive feedback when student is appropriate. . 

• Use interviews and surveys to identify reinforcement. 

• Develop a positive relationship with student. 

• Increase your motivation tools. 

• Calmly and consistently implement mild consequences that 

match the misbehavior (see suggested list in CHAMPS). 

• Monitor progress. 
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